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Main sponsor: 
Banking group
Address: Abarca 
Sports SL, Pintor 
Paret 2, 31008 
Pamplona, Spain
Website: www.
cyclisme-caisse-
epargne.fr
2007 ProTour ranking: 
Third
Budget 2008: ¤7 million 
Team managers: Eusebio 
Unzue, José Miguel Echávarri
Directeurs sportifs: Neil Stephens, José Luis 
Jaimerena, Alfonso Galilea, Yvon Ledanois

TEAM HISTORY 
Date of foundation: 1990 (as Banesto)
Tour record: 19th participation, 16 stage victories, six 
overall wins (Miguel Induráin, 1991-1995; Oscar Pereiro 
2006), three Best Young Rider classifications (Francisco 
Mancebo, 2000; Denis Menchov, 2003; Vladimir Karpets, 
2004), two Best Team classifications (1991, 1999)
Past stars: Pedro Delgado, Miguel Induráin

EQUIPMENT
Frame: Pinarello Groupset: Campagnolo 
Wheels: Campagnolo Clothing: Nalini

I’ll start with Oscar 
Pereiro, winner of the 

2006 Tour de France. You can 
say what you want, but he 

didn’t steal that victory! He’s a 
solid rider, a fighter, a guy who 

loves to play his hand and see 
what happens. And as just 

reward for his efforts, fate has 
smiled on him. It’s proof that in 

cycling you should always go 
for it. Has Alejandro Valverde 
learned from his team-mate? 

It’s possible. On paper, with 
just 25 days of racing this 

season, he’s prepared for the 
Tour like never before. So I 

think he can be considered a 
logical favourite. He’s 

amazingly gifted and has solid 
nerves. His only limitation? His 
age. It’s been four years since 

he was first heralded as 
Induráin’s successor. It’s time 

he proved it! 

BERNARD HINAULT

CAISSE D’EPARGNE

DID YOU KNOW?

* In 2006, Oscar Pereiro 
became the first rider since 
1904 to be retrospectively 
awarded victory in the Tour de 
France (following Floyd 
Landis’s positive dope test)

* Pereiro was voted the most 
aggressive rider in the Tour 
prior to his victory in the 
general classification

* Pablo Lastras’s stage win in 
2003 is the second-fastest 
road stage in the history of the 
Tour (203.5km at an average 
speed of 49.938kph)

* José Iván Gutiérrez was the 
time trial world champion in 
the junior ranks in 1999

* José Rujano was third 
overall and winner of the 
climbing classification in the 
Giro d’Italia in 2005

“

After his retrospective victory in 
2006 and placing 10th last year, 
Oscar Pereiro has high hopes for this 
year’s Tour de France

* Eligible for Best Young Rider competition
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BEST TOUR 
RESULT 
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David ARROYO SPA 07/01/1980 61kg 173cm 2001 4 0 21st 13th 3 13th (2007) Caisse d’Epargne 

Anthony CHARTEAU FRA 04/06/1979 66kg 174cm 2001 4 0 136th 114th 3 103rd (2004) Crédit Agricole

Arnaud COYOT FRA 06/10/1980 76kg 195cm 2003 2 0 130th — 1 130th (2006) Unibet.com

Mathieu DRUJON* FRA 01/02/1983 75kg 185cm 2006 1 0 — — 0 — Auber 93

Imanol ERVITI* SPA 15/11/1983 70kg 183cm 2005 4 0 — — 0 — Caisse d’Epargne

José Vicente García ACOSTA SPA 04/08/1972 76kg 186cm 1995 5 1 115th 91st 10 53rd (2000) Caisse d’Epargne

José Iván GUTIERREZ SPA 27/11/1978 71kg 181cm 2000 25 0 — 22nd 4 22nd (2007) Caisse d’Epargne

Joan HORRACH SPA 27/03/1974 70kg 179cm 2000 7 0 — — 0 — Caisse d’Epargne

Vladimir KARPETS RUS 20/09/1980 79kg 190cm 1998 9 0 30th 14th 5 13th (2004) Caisse d’Epargne

Pablo LASTRAS SPA 20/01/1976 66kg 183cm 1998 9 1 — — 1 67th (2003) Caisse d’Epargne

David LOPEZ SPA 13/05/1981 68kg 179cm 2003 1 0 DNF — 1 DNF (2006) Caisse d’Epargne

Alberto LOSADA SPA 28/02/1982 69kg 180cm 2006 0 0 — — 0 — Caisse d’Epargne

Luis PASAMONTES SPA 02/10/1979 73kg 184cm 2003 4 0 — — 0 — Unibet.com

Fabrice PATANCHON* FRA 14/06/1983 69kg 179cm 2006 5 0 — — 0 — Française des Jeux

Oscar PEREIRO SPA 03/08/1977 68kg 178cm 2001 12 1 1st 10th 4 1st (2006) Caisse d’Epargne

Marlón PEREZ COL 10/01/1976 68kg 178cm 2004 30 0 — — 0 — Universal Caffé

Francisco PEREZ SPA 22/07/1978 76kg 189cm 2001 8 0 — 72nd 1 72nd (2007) Caisse d’Epargne

Mathieu PERGET FRA 18/09/1984 62kg 176cm 2006 4 0 — — 0 — Caisse d’Epargne

Nicolas PORTAL FRA 23/04/1979 70kg 184cm 2002 3 0 100th 57th 5 57th (2007) Caisse d’Epargne

Joaquím RODRIGUEZ SPA 12/03/1979 55kg 169cm 2001 12 0 — — 0 — Caisse d’Epargne

José Joaquín ROJAS* SPA 08/06/1985 69kg 178cm 2006 6 0 — — 0 — Caisse d’Epargne

José RUJANO VEN 18/02/1982 48kg 162cm 2003 21 0 DNF — 1 DNF (2006) Unibet.com

Luis León SANCHEZ* SPA 24/11/1983 74kg 186cm 2004 8 0 — — 1 108th (2005) Caisse d’Epargne

Rigoberto URAN* COL 26/01/1987 54kg 173cm 2006 9 0 — — 0 — Unibet.com

Alejandro VALVERDE SPA 25/04/1980 61kg 178cm 2002 62 1 — 6th 3 6th (2007) Caisse d’Epargne

Xabier ZANDIO SPA 17/03/1977 70kg 184cm 2001 4 0 33rd — 4 22nd (2005) Caisse d’Epargne
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